
Erasmus+ Projekt „MIX IT“ -  Zwischenbericht Auslandspraktikum 

ALLGEMEINE DATEN 

Zielstadt: Zielland: 

Fachrichtung:  

Praktikumsjahr / -dauer (in Monaten): 

VOR DEM PRAKTIKUM 

Wo hast du nach deinem Praktikumsplatz gesucht? Wie lange hat die Suche insgesamt gedauert? 

Wie hast du deine Unterkunft im Zielland gefunden und wie hat sich die Zimmersuche gestaltet? 



MEINE ERSTEN WOCHEN IM AUSLAND 

Musstest du dich nach deiner Ankunft um besondere Formalitäten kümmern (Handy, Einwohner-
meldeamt, öffentliche Verkehrsmittel, Finanzen, etc.)? 

Beschreibe kurz deine Einrichtung sowie deinen Tätigkeitsbereich. 

Wie gestaltest du deine Freizeit? 



Was hat dich bisher am meisten überrascht? 

WEITERE ANMERKUNGEN 

Gibt es noch etwas, was du zukünftigen Praktikant*innen mitteilen möchtest? 


	Text1: Barcelona
	Text2: Spain
	Text3: Wind Energy
	Text4: 5 months
	Text5: I spent approximately 4 months looking for my internship position, beginning in January 2023. I looked on LinkedIn, as well as various websites for academic research centers in Europe such as DTU, Fraunhofer, etc. I also explored opportunities through my academic connections in Germany and Greece, sending emails to connections of my professors to see if they had or knew of any opportunities in the topic I was interested in. My ultimate goal was to secure an internship in wind energy in Spain so this helped to narrow down my search and eventually I found a connection through my professor at NTUA in Greece to my current supervisor at CIMNE.
	Text6: The search for accommodation in Spain was tough, as my internship is located in a small town near Barcelona called Castelldefels where the housing for students is limited and very expensive. Because of this I focused my apartment search on the South side of Barcelona where I am approximately the same distance from my internship as I am to the city center. I searched on numerous websites, including Airbnb, idealista, HousingAnywhere and Spotahome and eventually found this apartment on Airbnb. It took me about a month to search for and finalize an apartment for rent in Barcelona. The rent in Barcelona is very expensive in most areas that are safe and conveniently located, and lower in those that are considered less safe at night so I had to raise my budget to find an apartment in a good area. 
	Text7: Before arriving in Spain I had already secured a mobile phone plan with an ESIM through Vodafone in Germany that was valid for all of the EU. I had also received my German residence permit in December 2022 that allows me to attend school and complete an internship in any of the EU countries until 2024. There were no requirements to register with the Spanish authorities in Barcelona that I am aware of. For public transport, when I arrived in Barcelona I got the T-Jove (under 30 young persons ticket) TMB metro-bus ticket for 40 Euros that allows me to use the buses and metro system in all of Zone 1 for 3 months, including transportation to the small town outside Barcelona where my internship is located. I am not receiving any financial compensation from my internship host, therefore I am fully reliant on the ERASMUS+ for internship grant to cover my rent and living expenses in Barcelona.
	Text8: My internship is being hosted by a company called CIMNE, also known as the International Center for numerical methods in engineering. I am apart of the aeronautics engineering group, located at the CIMNE building in Castelldefels. My area of research focuses on leading edge erosion of next-generation wind turbine blades. I am using existing research and literature to define an erosion model, then testing this model in several softwares to ascertain the aerodynamic effects of erosion and determine the resultant power loss. Several softwares have been utilized to support my research so far, such as: Xfoil, Kratos, Qblade, OpenFoam, and Pycharm. The final requirement of my internship is to write a technical report on my results.
	Text9: My free time has been spent exploring Barcelona, as the city is quite large and full of many different things to do. Barcelona has a large variety of churches, cathedrals, architecture, beaches, restaurants and historic sites. One of my favorite places to go in Barcelona is La Boqeuria, a food market just off of the popular street "La Rambla" close to the beach in central Barcelona. I have also begun to explore other parts of Spain in my free time on the weekends, I recently rented a car and drove up Costa Brava to explore the beautiful beaches and historic town of Tossa de Mar just 1.5 hours from Barcelona. I also spent a weekend in Mallorca in a beautiful but small town called Santa Ponsa. Many cities in Spain such as Madrid, Valencia, Zaragoza, Mallorca, and Bilbao are easily reachable in a few hours by train, bus, car or plane. It is also worth it to cross into other countries close to Spain for a weekend trip, as France and Portugal are very close and easy to explore. Additionally, I am a rock climber and there are some spectacular climbing gyms in Barcelona, and a nearby city called Gava only a 30 minute bus ride from central Barcelona. There are also several spots along the coast to do "Psicobloc", also known as "deep water soloing" where you climb on rocks outside over the ocean. Barcelona is also famous for its party scene and there are tons of cool bars and parties to explore at night here.
	Text10: I have been most surprised about the structure of the typical day here in Spain, it is normal here to start work at 9 or 10:00 and not eat lunch until 14 or 15:00, then not have dinner until 21/22:00 which helps to make the days feel longer. I was also surprised at how late children are allowed to stay up here, I often walk by parks at night at 22/23:00 and still see children playing and people walking their dogs. Additionally, everyone I have met here at work or out in public have been very welcoming and though not many have spoken English in the surrounding areas, many people speak English in the city center and tourist areas and are always willing to help.
	Text11: Spain and Barcelona in particular is a wonderful place to have an internship as the people are nice, the weather is beautiful and warm and there are tons of amazing cities and sites to explore here. Everything in Barcelona is very accessible by bus/metro/train/walking and the metro is open 24/7 on the weekend so its easy to make it home safely and affordably after a night out. I would recommend anyone interning here to rent a car for the day and explore the country on your own, there is so much to see outside of the city and many beautiful beaches that are less crowded than those in Barcelona. 


