
Erasmus+ Projekt „MIX IT“ -  Zwischenbericht Auslandspraktikum 

ALLGEMEINE DATEN 

Zielstadt: Zielland: 

Fachrichtung:  

Praktikumsjahr / -dauer (in Monaten): 

VOR DEM PRAKTIKUM 

Wo hast du nach deinem Praktikumsplatz gesucht? Wie lange hat die Suche insgesamt gedauert? 

Wie hast du deine Unterkunft im Zielland gefunden und wie hat sich die Zimmersuche gestaltet? 



MEINE ERSTEN WOCHEN IM AUSLAND 

Musstest du dich nach deiner Ankunft um besondere Formalitäten kümmern (Handy, Einwohner-
meldeamt, öffentliche Verkehrsmittel, Finanzen, etc.)? 

Beschreibe kurz deine Einrichtung sowie deinen Tätigkeitsbereich. 

Wie gestaltest du deine Freizeit? 



Was hat dich bisher am meisten überrascht? 

WEITERE ANMERKUNGEN 

Gibt es noch etwas, was du zukünftigen Praktikant*innen mitteilen möchtest? 


	Text1: Barcelona
	Text2: Spain
	Text3: Wind Turbine Aerodynamics
	Text4: 5 Months
	Text5: Doing a previous ERASMUS+ study in Greece that housed my specialization semester in wind energy, I grew interested in research for wind turbines and the aerodynamics associated with them. Therefore, I spoke with various professors and previous alumni who may have connections and/or contacts in the field of research/development for wind energy. It was through my aerodynamics professor who put me into contact with CIMNE, a numerical methods research institute in Castelldefels/Barcelona in Spain. The whole search process took approximately two months so that I would have the opportunity to thoroughly explore all of the avenues for an internship abroad in my field of interest.
	Text6: During our accommodation search in the target country, which is Spain, we faced the challenge of finding suitable housing within our budget. I am currently interning at the main office in Castelldefels, a town located outside of Barcelona. However, due to the high living costs in Castelldefels, especially for students, we decided to focus our search on finding a place in Barcelona, where the monthly rent was more affordable.
Since I am undertaking this internship with my partner, we had a slightly higher budget since we were looking for a space that accommodated both of us. Our search process primarily revolved around exploring popular housing websites in Spain, including Idealista, Spotahome, HousingAnywhere, and Airbnb. These platforms offered a variety of options that matched our requirements.
The search for suitable accommodations spanned over a month as we wanted to ensure that we found the perfect place that met our needs. Eventually, our efforts paid off as we found an apartment that ticked all the boxes. Notably, the chosen apartment's location turned out to be very convenient. Situated between my workplace in Castelldefels and the bustling city center of Barcelona, it allowed for easy access to both my workplace and the exciting city activities. 
The accommodation search in Spain was an involved process that demanded careful consideration of our budget and preferences. 
	Text7: In Germany, as a Canadian pursuing my master's degree, I had to tackle several important formalities, such as obtaining a residence permit that allowed me to travel within the Schengen area of Europe. This process involved paperwork and appointments with authorities to ensure everything was in order for my stay. Upon arriving in Spain, the process was somewhat streamlined due to my previous experiences. Although there were fewer formalities for my arrival in Spain, there were still essential tasks to take care of. First and foremost, I made sure that the apartment met the expected standards and was suitable for the duration of my stay. This step was crucial for creating a comfortable living environment. I spent my initial weeks learning the ins and outs of the metro, tram, and bus systems. To gain access to these modes of transport, I scheduled an appointment to obtain a rechargeable metro card, which provided convenience and access to various forms of public transportation. In terms of mobile phone, my provider (Vodafone) in Germany has coverage in Spain. Managing finances was also a big part of settling in. I put together a budget plan to allocate funds for groceries, rent, dining out, and entertainment. This financial planning was tailored to the cost of living in Barcelona, ensuring that I could comfortably manage my expenses while enjoying what the city had to offer.
	Text8: I am working with The International Centre for Numerical Methods in Engineering (CIMNE), a renowned research institution. CIMNE is dedicated to the advancement of knowledge and technology in engineering and applied sciences through the development of numerical methods and computational techniques.
Within this institution, my primary area of activity centers around a specific research focus. Specifically, my work revolves around the characterization of compressibility effects in next-generation wind turbines. This research involves delving deeply into the topic and conducting comprehensive investigations.
On a daily basis, my activities primarily revolve around coding and utilizing numerical methods to model and analyze the behavior of wind turbines in relation to compressibility effects. This computational work is fundamental to understanding the complexities of wind turbine performance. Additionally, I am engaged in the ongoing process of writing a technical report that documents and communicates my findings, methodologies, and conclusions.
	Text9: The city of Barcelona has a very rich culture and many places to explore. So on my free time I have been exploring the city and learning about the City's history. Some of the notable places I have visited throughout the city are: La Sagrada Familia, a large church which has been under construction for nearly 200 years; Parc Guell, a park with beautful and unique architecture designed by the famous Gaudi of Barcelona; La Rambla, El Born, and the gothic quarter which are some beautiful areas in the city with plenty of culture filled with restaurants and bars. Both Barcelona and Castelldefels have fantatsic beaches and are great way to spend a day after work or a weekend. My partner and I have also entertained some visitors and taken them around the city and on day/weekend trips outside of the city. There are many great places to visit outside of Barcelona on the weekends. We had the opportunity to do a weekend trip to the Island of Mallorca which had some beautiful beaches and towns nestled in the mountains. We were also able to rent a car a drive to the famous Costa Brava which boasts some of the most beautiful beaches in the world and is only a 1hr 15min drive from Barcelona! I also enjoy running and rock climbing, the city is set up perfectly for a runner as there are many small parks and wide sidewalks and there are many rock climbing gyms to stay active.
	Text10: One of the most delightful surprises during my time in Barcelona so far has been the sense that the days here are remarkably long, in a positive way. This extended daylight seems to offer ample opportunities to make the most out of every day. Even after a busy work day, you still feel like you have the time and energy go out and explore the city. Additionally the people are quite welcoming and friendly, it has given me the opportunity to improve my Spanish language skills. Another pleasant surprise is Barcelona's culture for late night activities. It is incredible to see many family's out into the lat evening hours during the week even with small children, the restaurants are always full and lively.
	Text11: An internship offers more than just professional growth; it's an opportunity to evolve as an individual while immersing yourself in a new culture. Unlike a tourist, an internship lets you become a part of the local community, granting you a deeper connection with your surroundings. My first month in Barcelona has allowed  me to experience the city as a local, letting me understand the culture and grow more as a person with a new cultural experience.  
Navigating the initial stages of an international internship might seem overwhelming, but remember that organization is key. Make a well-structured plan, tackle each step methodically, and avoid getting too far ahead of yourself. By taking things one task at a time, you'll find that everything eventually falls into place. When faced with challenges, keep in mind that these experiences are not hurdles, but opportunities to learn and grow.


